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We, The People



Program Notes

"We the People of the United States, in Order to form a more perfect Union, establish
Justice, insure domestic Tranquility, provide for the common defense, promote the general
Welfare, and secure the Blessings of Liberty to ourselves and our Posterity, do ordain and
establish this Constitution for the United States of America."

- The Preamble of the United States Constitution

The United States of America that we inherit today was founded on the principles of life,
liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. While we have come a long way from where we began,
we are still striving to achieve an ideal society, one in which all men and women are treated
equally in spite of race, socio-economic status and/or religious affiliation. The piece tells the
story of struggle between triumph and tragedy in our country; I employ the date of America's
birth, July 4, 1776, as the main thematic material, resulting in a pitch set of 07041776. By
juxtaposing dismay and righteousness I am able to paint an aural picture of America's struggle
to achieve its true potential, which is depicted by a vibrant fanfare. The intention of this piece
is to show the true colors of the Unites States and to help preserve faith in our democracy.

Instrumentation

1 Piccolo

2 Flutes

2 Oboes

1 English Horn

2 Bassoon

1 Eb Clarinet

3 Bb Clarinets

1 Bb Bass Clarinet

1 Contrabassoon

2 Eb Alto Saxophones
1 Bb Tenor Saxophone
1 Eb Baritone Saxophone

4 Trumpets in Bb
4 Horns in F

2 Trombones

1 Bass Trombone
1 Euphonium

1 Tuba

1 Double Bass
Timpani

Percussion 1:
Suspended Crash Cymbal, Xylophone

Percussion 2:
Suspended Cymbal, Tam-Tam, Hi-Hat

Percussion 3:
High Woodblock, Snare Drum

Percussion 4:
Bass Drum

Performance Time ~ 9°41”
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